
HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE CODES 
GRADES 7-12 

High school (grades 9-12) courses in Social Studies require 120 contact hours per credit. 

N.D. Department of Public Instruction 1 PK-12 Course Codes and Descriptions Revised 7/27/2011 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Name Grade 
Levels 

Description Accreditation Time/ 
Credit Options* 

License/credential Required** 

00092 Title I Secondary 
Generalist 

7-8 To instruct students in a secondary setting who have 
failed to benefit from regular classroom instruction in any 
content subject where reading is a required skill. 

Supplemental instruction -- 
provided as needed 

License Code: 
 05020- Composite English 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
OR 

 15035-Composite Social 
 Studies 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
OR 

 13047-Composite/General 
 Science 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
AND 
Secondary Generalist 
credential 

15006 North Dakota Studies 7-8 Concepts and generalizations relative to anthropology, 
economics, geography, history, political science, 
psychology, and sociology of North Dakota. 

NDAC 67-19-01-34 (1)(d) 
♦ may be counted as part of 

social studies time 
 
Note: Required in grade 8 
(NDCC 15.1-21-01) 

License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15015-Geography 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15020-History 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15035-Composite Social 

 Studies  
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 50217-Middle School Social 

 Studies Major 
 Equivalency 
♦ 5-8 or 7-8 

15007 Geography 7-8 To identify and explain the importance of the five themes 
of geography: location, place, human environmental 
interactions, movement, and regions to social study 
issues. 

NDAC 67-19-01-34 (1)(d) 
♦ 200 minutes per week 

License Code: 
 15015-Geography 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 50217-Middle School Social 

 Studies Major 
 Equivalency 
♦ 5-8 or 7-8 
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15008 U. S. History 7-8 To understand and to articulate the contributions and/or 
importance of individuals who have made a significant 
difference in history. Also, to know and understand the 
significance of the Declaration of Independence, the 
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

NDAC 67-19-01-34 (1)(d) 
♦ 200 minutes per week 

License Code: 
 15020-History 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 50217-Middle School Social 

 Studies Major 
 Equivalency 
♦ 5-8 or 7-8 

00092 Title I Secondary 
Generalist 

9-12 To instruct students in a secondary setting who have 
failed to benefit from regular classroom instruction in any 
content subject where reading is a required skill. 

Supplemental instruction -- 
provided as needed 

License Code: 
 05020- Composite English 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
OR 

 15035-Composite Social 
 Studies 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
OR 

 13047-Composite/General 
 Science 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

 AND 
 Secondary Generalist 

credential 
15010 Anthropology 9-12 Origin of man, relation of man and culture, ongoing 

cultural development, and varieties of physical, social, and 
cultural elements of civilization. 

¼, ½, or 1 License Code: 
 15020-History 

♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
15020 Areas Studies 9-12 Selected area may vary from as small as a neighborhood 

to as large as a continent. Normally area studies are 
made of areas currently affecting U.S. foreign policy or of 
special local interest e.g., home of an exchange student. 

¼ or ½ License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15010-Economics 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15015-Geography 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15020-History 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15035-Composite Social 

 Studies 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
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15030 Citizenship 9-12 Portions of social sciences such as practical government, 
sociology, and political science which aid in the 
development of understanding and attitudes conducive to 
participating as a citizen. 

¼ or ½ License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15044 Junior Reserve 
Officers’ Training 
Corps I (JROTC) 

9-12 Preparation for responsible leadership roles, emphasizing 
the value of citizenship, service to the community, 
personal responsibility, and accomplishment.  This course 
emphasizes teamwork and self-discipline. 

½ or 1 License Code: 
 15044-Military 

Science/Science 
♦ 7-12  

15050 Consumer Education 9-12 Choosing careers, choice of school versus careers, 
budgeting, background on taxes, insurance, credit buying, 
installment loans, and personal expenditure. 

¼, ½, or 1 

License Code: 
 15010-Economics 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15060 Economics 9-12 The use of limited resources and the interrelationship of 
goods and services with wants. 
 
Students must be exposed to the concepts of personal 
finance, including: 

• Checkbook mechanics (writing checks, 
balancing, and statement reconciliation) 

• Saving for larger purchases 
• Credit, including credit card usage, interest, and 

fees 
• Earning power, including jobs for teenagers 
• Taxation and paycheck withholdings; 
• College costs; 
• Making and living within a budge; and  
• Mortgages, retirement savings, and investments. 

¼, ½, or 1 

15069 Cooperative 
Marketing 

9-12 Problems involved with the movement of goods from the 
producer to the consumer. 

½ 

15070 Geography 9-12 Spatial relations and processes and their impact on 
human activities. 

¼, ½, or 1 License Code: 
 15015-Geography 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15083 Women: Past &  
Present 

9-12 Overview of U.S. History highlighting the activities of 
women. Second portion details women’s current status in 
12 selected areas, e.g., politics, sports, education. 

¼ or ½ 

License Code: 
 15020-History 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15085 U.S. History 9-12 Selected events, groups, institutions, movements, 
artifacts, ideas or other phenomena associated with the 
history of the United States. 

¼, ½, or 1 

15089 World History 9-12 Carefully selected events, individuals, groups, institutions, 
artifacts, ideas, migrations and other phenomena 
associated with world civilizations. 

¼, ½, or 1 
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15110 Political Science 9-12 Interaction of government and culture, political systems, 
processes, theories, and relationships between 
governments. 

¼ or ½ 

License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15111 American 
Government 

9-12 Processes and structures by which citizens of the United 
States govern themselves at the local, state, and national 
level.  Students must read the Declaration of 
Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill 
of Rights. 

¼, ½, or 1 

15114 International 
Relations 

9-12 Agencies, operation, and principles involved in 
communication and interaction among world nations. 

¼ or ½ 

15118 Law & Justice in 
North Dakota 

9-12 Four segments dealing with development of laws, law 
enforcement, courts and court structure, and corrections. 

¼ or ½ License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15120 Psychology 9-12 Human intelligence, feelings, attitudes, and behavior in 
relation to their physical and social environment. 

¼ or ½ License Code: 
 15030-Psychology 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15130 Sociology 9-12 All of societal relationships, from primary groups to the 
complex groupings of megalopolis. Behavior patterns, 
deviance, status, culture, and change. 

¼ or ½ License Code: 
 15040-Sociology 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15201 Problems of 
Democracy 
(Contemporary 
Problems) 
(Present Day 
Problems) 

9-12 Combines economics, history, geography, political 
science, and sociology as designed by the local school. 
May utilize standard textbook if desired.   
 
Students must read the Declaration of Independence, the 
United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 
 
Students must be exposed to the concepts of personal 
finance, including: 

• Checkbook mechanics (writing checks, 
balancing, and statement reconciliation) 

• Saving for larger purchases 
• Credit, including credit card usage, interest, and 

fees 
• Earning power, including jobs for teenagers 
• Taxation and paycheck withholdings; 
• College costs; 
• Making and living within a budge; and 
• Mortgages, retirement savings, and investments. 

¼, ½, or 1 License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15010-Economics 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15015-Geography 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15020-History 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15035-Composite Social 

 Studies 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
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15251 Orientation to Social 
Science 

9-12 Capsulated overview of each of the seven social 
sciences—history, geography, political science, 
economics, anthropology, sociology, and psychology. 

¼ or ½ License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15035-Composite Social 

 Studies 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15301 Marriage & the Family 9-12 Sociological, legal, psychological, and religious view of 
marriage and family relationships, responsibilities, and 
roles of each member, function of the family in our 
society. 
Note:  See Family Living 08015, Family Living 09122, 
Parenting 09120, and Family Living 18015. 

¼ or ½ License Code: 
 15040-Sociology 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15401 North Dakota Studies 9-12 Lifestyles, employment opportunities, ethnic heritages, 
historical events, geographic description, geologic 
elements, sociological phenomena, current events, 
political insights, and other factors as appropriate. 

¼, ½, or 1 License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15015-Geography 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
 15020-History 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

OR 
15035-Composite Social 
 Studies 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15580 Advanced Placement 
Macroeconomics© 

10-12 Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum 
designed to parallel college-level macroeconomics, AP 
Macroeconomics courses provide students with a 
thorough understanding of the principles of economics 
that apply to an economic system as a whole. They place 
particular emphasis on the study of national income and 
price determination and developing students’ familiarity 
with economic performance measures, economic growth, 
and international economics. 

½ or 1 

License Code: 
 15010-Economics 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
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15581 Advanced Placement 
Microeconomics© 

10-12 Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum 
designed to parallel college-level microeconomics, AP 
Microeconomics courses provide students with a thorough 
understanding of the principles of economics that apply to 
the functions of individual decision makers (both 
consumers and producers). They place primary emphasis 
on the nature and functions of product markets, while also 
including a study of factor markets and the role of 
government in the economy. 

½ or 1 License Code: 
 15010-Economics 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15582 Advanced Placement 
Comparative 
Government & 
Politics© 

10-12 Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum 
designed to parallel college-level Comparative 
Government and Politics courses, these courses offer 
students an understanding of the world’s diverse political 
structures and practices. The courses encompass the 
study of both specific countries and general concepts 
used to interpret the key political relationships found in 
virtually all national policies. Course content generally 
includes sources of public authority and political power, 
the relationship between states and society, the 
relationships between the political and institutional 
frameworks of citizens and states, political change, and 
comparative methods. 

½ or 1 

License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 15583 Advanced Placement 

United States 
Government & 
Politics© 

10-12 Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum 
designed to parallel college-level U.S. Government and 
Politics courses, these courses provide students with an 
analytical perspective on government and politics in the 
United States, involving both the study of general 
concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of 
specific case studies. The courses generally cover the 
constitutional underpinnings of the U.S. government, 
political beliefs and behaviors, political parties and interest 
groups, the institutions and policy process of national 
government, and civil rights and liberties. 

½ or 1 
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15584 Advanced Placement 
European History© 

10-12 Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum 
designed to parallel college-level European History 
courses, AP European History courses examine 
European civilization from the High Renaissance period to 
the recent past and also expose students to the factual 
narrative. In addition, these courses help students 
develop an understanding of some of the principal themes 
in modern European history and the abilities to analyze 
historical evidence and to express that understanding and 
analysis in writing. 

½ or 1 

License Code: 
 15020-History 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15585 Advanced Placement 
United States 
History© 

10-12 Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum 
designed to parallel college-level U.S. History courses, AP 
U.S. History courses provide students with the analytical 
skills and factual knowledge necessary to address 
critically problems and materials in U.S. history. Students 
learn to assess historical materials and to weigh the 
evidence and interpretations presented in historical 
scholarship. The course examines the discovery and 
settlement of the New World through the recent past. 

½ or 1 

15586 Advanced Placement 
World History© 

10-12 Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum 
designed to parallel college-level World History courses, 
AP World History courses examine world history from 
8000 BCE to the present with the aim of helping students 
develop a greater understanding of the evolution of global 
processes and contracts and how different human 
societies have interacted. These courses highlight the 
nature of changes in an international context and explore 
their causes and continuity. 

½ or 1 

15587 Advanced Placement 
Human Geography© 

10-12 Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum 
designed to parallel college-level Human Geography 
courses, AP Human Geography introduces students to 
the systematic study of patterns and processes that have 
shaped the ways in which humans understand, use, and 
alter the earth’s surface.  Students use spatial concepts 
and landscape analysis to examine human social 
organization and its environmental consequences and 
also learn about the methods and tools geographers use 
in their science and practice. 

½ or 1 License Code: 
 15015-Geography 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 
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15588 Advanced Placement 
Psychology© 

10-12 Following the College Board’s suggested curriculum 
designed to parallel a college-level psychology course, AP 
Psychology courses introduce students to the systematic 
and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes 
of human beings and other animals, expose students to 
each major subfield within psychology, and enable 
students to examine the methods that psychologists use 
in their science and practice. 

½ or 1 License Code: 
 15030-Psychology 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

15589 Advanced Placement 
Government 

10-12 AP Government courses prepare students for the AP 
exams in both U.S. Government and Politics and 
Comparative Government and Politics. Course content 
includes the topics covered in those two separate courses 
as described above. 

½ or 1 License Code: 
 15007-Government 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

 

15590 Advanced Placement 
Economics 

10-12 AP Economics courses prepare students for the College 
Board’s examinations in both Microeconomics and 
Macroeconomics; these courses include the content of the 
two separate courses as described above. 

½ or 1 License Code: 
 15010-Economics 
♦ 7-12 or 9-12 

 
 
* High school curricular requirements are spelled out in NDCC 15.1-21-02.  Accreditation Rules can be found at http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/67-19-01.pdf.  For 

accreditation, schools must provide additional units of credit based on school enrollment [see NDAC 67-19-01-32 (3)]. 
 
** Please refer to the second page of the teacher’s North Dakota Educator’s Professional license to verify which subject areas a teacher is qualified to teach.  Licenses and 

endorsements are obtained on a teaching license from the Education Standards and Practices Board (ESPB). 
 Credentials are obtained from the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) and are issued to individuals holding a current teaching license. 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/67-19-01.pdf�

