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Standard 1: Skills and Resources

	Standard 1: Students apply Social Studies skills and resources.

	Benchmark Expectations
	Achievement Descriptors

	
	Advanced Proficient
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Novice

	Grade 7
	
	
	
	

	Map Skills

7.1.1 Explain different uses of maps (e.g., political, physical, topographical, thematic, cartograms)
Students provide an insightful explanation for different uses of maps.
Students provide a relevant explanation for different uses of maps.

Students provide a superficial explanation for different uses of maps.

Students provide an irrelevant explanation for different uses of maps.

7.1.2
Identify purposes, distinguishing characteristics, and limitations of different map projections (e.g., Mercator, conic, polar)

Students identify the purposes, distinguishing characteristics, and limitations of different map projections with few, if any, errors.
Students identify the purposes, distinguishing characteristics, and limitations of different map projections with no significant errors.
Students identify the purposes, distinguishing characteristics, and limitations of different map projections with limited significant errors.
Students identify the purposes, distinguishing characteristics, and limitations of different map projections with many significant errors.
7.1.3.
Interpret world maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams to acquire information about people, places, and environments
Students interpret world maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams to acquire information about people, places, and environments with few, if any, errors.
Students interpret world maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams to acquire information about people, places, and environments with no significant errors.

Students interpret world maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams to acquire information about people, places, and environments with limited significant errors.

Students interpret world maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams to acquire information about people, places, and environments with many significant errors.

7.1.4.
Construct world maps (e.g., topographical, political, thematic, physical), charts, graphs, and diagrams to illustrate understanding of people, places, and environments 

Students construct world maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams to illustrate understanding of people, places and environments with few, if any, errors.
Students construct world maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams to illustrate understanding of people, places and environments with no significant errors.

Students construct world maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams to illustrate understanding of people, places and environments with limited significant errors.

Students construct world maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams to illustrate understanding of people, places and environments with many significant errors.

7.1.5
Create mental maps of the world that demonstrate understanding of relative location, direction, size, and shape (e.g., freehand maps)

Students create mental maps of the world that demonstrate understanding of relative location, direction, size, and shape with substantial detail.
Students create mental maps of the world that demonstrate understanding of relative location, direction, size, and shape with sufficient detail.

Students create mental maps of the world that demonstrate understanding of relative location, direction, size, and shape with superficial detail.

Students create mental maps of the world that demonstrate understanding of relative location, direction, size, and shape with minimal detail.

7.1.6
Use maps to find location, calculate scale, and distinguish other geographic relationships (e.g., latitude and longitude, population density)

Students use maps to find location, calculate scale, and distinguish other geographic relationships with few, if any, errors.
Students use maps to find location, calculate scale, and distinguish other geographic relationships with no significant errors.

Students use maps to find location, calculate scale, and distinguish other geographic relationships with limited significant errors.

Students use maps to find location, calculate scale, and distinguish other geographic relationships with many significant errors.
Resources

7.1.7 Interpret and analyze primary and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, journals, interviews, books, magazines, photographs) to understand people, places, and environments. 

Students provide insightful interpretations and analysis of primary and secondary sources to understand people, places, and environments.

Students provide relevant interpretations and analysis of primary and secondary sources to understand people, places, and environments.

Students provide typical interpretations and analysis of primary and secondary sources to understand people, places, and environments.

Students provide irrelevant interpretations and analysis of primary and secondary sources to understand people, places, and environments.

7.1.8
Apply research skills (e.g., ask questions; acquire, organize, and analyze information) to answer questions
Students apply research skills to answer questions with ease.
Students apply research skills to answer questions with minimal difficulty.

Students apply research skills to answer questions with difficulty.

Students apply research skills to answer questions with little to no success.




Standard 2: Important Historical Events
	Standard 2: Students understand important historical events. 

	Benchmark Expectations
	Achievement Descriptors

	
	Advanced Proficient
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Novice

	Grade 7
	
	
	
	

	Historical And Current Events– Regional/Global
	
	
	
	

	7.2.1
Identify major historical events and issues (e.g., conflicts and resolutions, natural resources) within regions of the world and their impact
	Students identify major historical events and issues within regions of the world and their impact with substantial detail.
	Students identify major historical events and issues within regions of the world and their impact with sufficient detail.
	Students identify major historical events and issues within regions of the world and their impact with superficial detail.
	Students identify major historical events and issues within regions of the world and their impact with little or no detail.

	7.2.2 Describe events and issues (e.g., natural resources, energy resources, wars/conflicts, religion) affecting the world today 

	Students provide insightful description of events and issues affecting the world today.
	Students provide relevant description of events and issues affecting the world today.
	Students provide superficial description of events and issues affecting the world today.
	Students provide irrelevant description of events and issues affecting the world today.


Standard 3: Economic Concepts
	Standard 3: Students understand economic concepts and the characteristics of various economic systems.

	Benchmark Expectations
	Achievement Descriptors

	
	Advanced Proficient
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Novice

	Grade 7

Global Interdependence

7.3.1
Identify how people organize for the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services (e.g., economic systems; i.e., capitalism, socialism, communism)

Students identify how people organize for production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services with substantial detail.
Students identify how people organize for production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services with sufficient detail.
.

Students identify how people organize for production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services with superficial detail.
Students identify how people organize for production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services with little or no detail.
7.3.2
Differentiate among currency values and their exchange rates
Students differentiate among currency values and their exchange rates with few, if any, errors.

Students differentiate among currency values and their exchange rates with no significant errors.

Students differentiate among currency values and their exchange rates with a few significant errors.

Students differentiate among currency values and their exchange rates with many significant errors.

7.3.3 Explain patterns and networks (e.g., patterns of trade, human migration, cultural and political alliances/sanctions) of economic and global interdependence in a changing world 
Students provide an insightful explanation of patterns and networks of economic and global interdependence in a changing world.

Students provide a relevant explanation of patterns and networks of economic and global interdependence in a changing world.
Students provide a superficial explanation of patterns and networks of economic and global interdependence in a changing world.
Students provide an irrelevant explanation of patterns and networks of economic and global interdependence in a changing world.
7.3.4
Identify ways (e.g., GNP, GDP, literacy rate, industrialization) to measure economic progress 

Students identify ways to measure economic progress with substantial detail.

Students identify ways to measure economic progress with sufficient detail.

Students identify ways to measure economic progress with superficial detail.

Students identify ways to measure economic progress with little to no detail.




Standard 4: Government and Citizenship
	Standard 4:
Students understand the development, functions, and forms of various political systems and the role of the citizen in government and society.

	Benchmark Expectations
	Achievement Descriptors

	
	Advanced Proficient
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Novice

	Grade 7

Citizenship
7.4.1
Compare the rights and responsibilities of citizens from a variety of countries (e.g. United States, Indonesia, Iran, Australia, India, China, Germany, Poland, Brazil, Ghana)

Students compare with substantial detail the rights and responsibilities of citizens from a variety of countries.
Students compare with sufficient detail the rights and responsibilities of citizens from a variety of countries.

Students compare with superficial detail the rights and responsibilities of citizens from a variety of countries.

Students compare with little or no detail the rights and responsibilities of citizens from a variety of countries.

Government Systems
7.4.2
Explain how people create and change structures of power (e.g., force, elections, wars, reactions to economic conditions and natural disasters)

Students explain with substantial detail how people create and change structures of power.

Students explain with sufficient detail how people create and change structures of power.

Students explain with superficial detail how people create and change structures of power.

Students explain with little or no detail how people create and change structures of power.




Standard 5: Concepts of Geography
	Standard 5: Students understand and apply concepts of geography.

	Benchmark Expectations
	Achievement Descriptors

	
	Advanced Proficient
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Novice

	Grade 7
	
	
	
	

	Physical Geography

7.5.1
Identify current countries and principal physical features (e.g., ecosystems, mountain ranges, bodies of water) of the world

Students identify an extensive variety of countries and principal physical features of the world.
Students identify a representative variety of countries and principal physical features of the world.

Students identify a limited variety of countries and principal physical features of the world.

Students identify an insufficient variety of countries and principal physical features of the world.

7.5.2
Use geographic tools [e.g., Geographic Information Systems (GIS), maps, graphs, charts] to interpret the past (e.g., cooperation/conflict, migrations of people, goods, and ideas), understand the present (e.g., demographic changes, resource distribution, weather cycles), and plan for the future (e.g., geopolitical changes)
Students use geographic tools to interpret the past, understand the present, and plan for the future with few, if any, errors.

Students use geographic tools to interpret the past, understand the present, and plan for the future with no significant errors.

Students use geographic tools to interpret the past, understand the present, and plan for the future with limited significant errors.

Students use geographic tools to interpret the past, understand the present, and plan for the future with many significant errors.
7.5.3
Explain how physical processes (e.g., wind and water erosion, climatic changes, plate tectonics) create, maintain, and modify Earth’s physical features and environments

Students provide an insightful explanation of how physical processes create, maintain, and modify Earth’s physical features and environments.

Students provide a relevant explanation of how physical processes create, maintain, and modify Earth’s physical features and environments.

Students provide a sketchy explanation of how physical processes create, maintain, and modify Earth’s physical features and environments.

Students provide an irrelevant explanation of how physical processes create, maintain, and modify Earth’s physical features and environments.

Human Geography

7.5.4
Explain how and why maps and regions change (e.g., physical, political, and perceptual changes)

Students provide an insightful explanation as to how and why maps and regions change.

Students provide a relevant explanation as to how and why maps and regions change.

Students provide a sketchy explanation as to how and why maps and regions change.

Students provide an irrelevant explanation as to how and why maps and regions change.

7.5.5
Explain how human modifications affect the physical environment (e.g., damming of rivers, pollution, urbanization)
Students provide an insightful explanation how human modifications affect the physical environment.
Students provide a relevant explanation how human modifications affect the physical environment.
Students provide a superficial explanation how human modifications affect the physical environment.
Students provide an irrelevant explanation how human modifications affect the physical environment.
7.5.6
Explain how physical systems affect human systems (e.g., Where do people live and why?)

Students explain with substantial detail how physical systems affect human systems.

Students explain with sufficient detail how physical systems affect human systems.

Students explain with superficial detail how physical systems affect human systems.

Students explain with little  or no detail how physical systems affect human systems.

7.5.7
Explain changes (e.g., the value placed on land, water, wind energy, and fossil fuels) that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources 

Students provide an insightful explanation of changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.

Students provide a relevant explanation of changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.

Students provide a superficial explanation of changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.

Students provide an irrelevant explanation of changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.




Standard 6: Human Development and Behavior
	Standard 6:
Students understand the importance of culture, individual identity, and group identity.  

	Benchmark Expectations
	Achievement Descriptors

	
	Advanced Proficient
	Proficient
	Partially Proficient
	Novice

	Grade 7
Culture
7.6.1
Identify principles governing individual and group behavior (e.g., cooperation, collaboration, power, conflict) within social dynamics (e.g., familial, political, religious)

Students identify an extensive variety of principles governing individual and group behavior within social dynamics.
Students identify a representative variety of principles governing individual and group behavior within social dynamics.

Students identify a limited variety of principles governing individual and group behavior within social dynamics.

Students identify an insufficient variety or no principles governing individual and group behavior within social dynamics.

7.6.2
Explain how individuals and institutions influence one another (e.g., social processes, peaceful and violent demonstrations, picketing, protests, petitions, group affiliation, citizenship, voting)
Students provide an insightful explanation of how individuals and institutions influence one another.

Students provide a relevant explanation of how individuals and institutions influence one another.

Students provide an obvious explanation of how individuals and institutions influence one another.

Students provide an irrelevant explanation of how individuals and institutions influence one another.

7.6.3 Compare how  cultures throughout the world meet human needs and concerns (e.g., religion, sense of belonging, celebrations) 

Students make an insightful comparison of how cultures throughout the world meet human needs and concerns.  

Students make a relevant comparison of how cultures throughout the world meet human needs and concerns.  

Students make a superficial comparison of how cultures throughout the world meet human needs and concerns.  

Students make an irrelevant comparison of how cultures throughout the world meet human needs and concerns.  

7.6.4
Explain how “push” (e.g., war, famine) and “pull” (e.g., economics, safety, family) factors rearrange and create new human landscapes (e.g., modify existing cultures) 

Students provide an insightful explanation of how “push” and “pull” factors rearrange and create new human landscapes.
Students provide a relevant explanation of how “push” and “pull” factors rearrange and create new human landscapes.

Students provide an obvious explanation of how “push” and “pull” factors rearrange and create new human landscapes.

Students provide an irrelevant explanation of how “push” and “pull” factors rearrange and create new human landscapes.

7.6.5
Explain how rivalry and tension between cultures contribute to world conflict

Students provide an insightful explanation of how rivalry and tension between cultures contribute to world conflict.

Students provide a relevant explanation of how rivalry and tension between cultures contribute to world conflict.

Students provide a superficial explanation of how rivalry and tension between cultures contribute to world conflict.

Students provide an irrelevant explanation of how rivalry and tension between cultures contribute to world conflict.
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